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The American Civil War
Introduction 
The Civil war was the most dangerous war bloodiest ever fought on American soil. Roughly 2% of the population, an estimated 620,000 men lost their lives in the pursuits of the war. Today the toll would have been as high as 6 million Americans. The cost of the Civil War range beyond money and mundane things. The human cost was much more significant than anyone had predicted. The amount of bloodshed during the Civil War surpassed every other American conflict. Leading up to the war, the Nothern and Southern states disagreed on many issues that revolved around the economy of the countries (Foner, 2018). These disagreements eventually lead to conflict which turned brother against brother as an invisible line divided the rules, and the nation. Many events influenced the isolated nation to go to war within itself, none more so than the election of Abraham Lincoln on the platform of keeping slaves out of United States territories.
Throughout most of Lincoln's political career, he was focused on the nation's economic issues. In the 1850's Lincoln's focus switched from the economy to slavery because he saw a more significant divide and civil unrest in the nation over the state's rights to own slaves. In Abraham Lincoln's "Cooper Union Address," he expressed his views on slavery by confirming that he did not want the institution of slavery to be expanded into the western territories. Lincoln affirmed that the Founding Fathers would agree with this position because the nation was founded by individuals trying to break free of an oppressive government. Of the thirty-nine signers on the original Constitution, four were in the “Pre-Constitution” Congress when in 1784 it failed to pass an Ordinance prohibiting slavery. Three voted for the prohibition and one against. Two of the thirty-nine were in the “Pre-Constitution” Congress when in 1787 it passed an Ordinance prohibiting slavery in the Northwest Territory. Sixteen of the thirty-nine were in the first Congress in 1789 when it unanimously upheld the Ordinance of 1787 prohibiting slavery in the Northwest Territory (Jaffa, 2018).
In 1841 Lincoln argued in the state of Illinois that according to the Ordinance of 1787 slavery was illegal in the Northwest Territories, therefore, making any slave sold in those territories also unlawful. Lincoln set a precedent in Bailey v. Cromwell that Illinois was a free state and every individual in the state of Illinois was free. After Lincoln returned to Congress, he no longer represented any slave owners. He actively sought cases where he could defend fugitive slaves and free blacks (Foner, 2018).
Leading the to the Civil War there was much unrest in the country. Lincoln's election was ultimately the main event in the igniting of the American Civil War. Lincoln's progressive ideas brought about fear in the nation. His ideas threatened the livelihood of Southern farmers which relied heavily on slave labour to maintain and produce cash crops. Lincoln's progressive ideas alienated many of the Southern states, and upon his election, they succeeded from the Union and formed the Confederate States of America.
Lincoln's election was the main event in the civil war because Lincoln's progressive ideas brought about fear in the nation. The Southern States did not want Lincoln to win the election of 1860 because he was a Republican and a Progressive. The people in the Southern States believed that if Lincoln won the election, the first thing he would do is take their slaves away. Pro-slavery fanatics felt Lincoln would soon take control of Congress and the Supreme Court having the Constitution ratified to make slavery illegal everywhere across America (Jaffa, 2018). The Southern States feared that if slavery did not spread everywhere, runaway slaves would be free after crossing the border and in turn would motivate other slaves also to run away. The Southerners fear it was unfounded because Lincoln never officially stated he would end slavery in the Southern States, but he did not want to see it spread to the rest of the country.
Lincoln's ideas threatened the livelihood of half the nation because they relied on slave labour to maintain and produce cash crops. "I have done with ‘commission.' I believe they are contrivances to cheat the Government out of every pound of cotton" (Lincoln). The exportation of cotton was used to finance the importation into the region of food from the Midwest and manufactured products from the Northeast (Foner, 2018). Cotton fueled the textile mills and kept factory workers employed just as it enriched the Sothern farmers. The Northern States depended on the production of cotton just as much as the Southern States.
The Southerners believed that they would win the war by proving to the Northern States that the "Cotton King" should control the government because they controlled the economy. Much of France and England's mills were being used to process the cotton gathered by the Southern farmers using slave labour. The Southern States had built different relationships on its cotton and believed Lincoln threatened their livelihood. Without the use of slave labour, many farmers would not be able to produce cash crops that would support the nation.
Lincoln's ideas alienated half the nation. “America will never be destroyed from the outside. If we falter and lose our freedoms, it will be because we destroyed ourselves" (Lincoln). Under Lincoln, the government could not endure being half slave and half free. Lincoln stated it would become all one thing or the other. Lincoln's goal was to differentiate himself and to voice a prophecy. Both the Northern and Southern States made their decision on the issue of slavery and took a stance one way or the other. Lincoln publicly spoke out against slavery and by doing so inadvertently told the Southern States that slavery should be abolished (Jaffa, 2018).
Lincoln’s moral conviction never wavered from Bailey v. Cromwell to the signing of the 13th Amendment. It was clear that Lincoln did not condone the institution of slavery. "Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude should exist..." (Lincoln). Although Lincoln did not initially state, he would abolish slavery, and he made his views on the slave trade as immoral and unconstitutional. Lincoln did not show any support to the pro-slave countries on the issue; therefore many Southerners believed he was an extremist and wanted to take away all the slaves. Lincoln did not agree with the slave trade and tried to halt it from further progressing. By stating the country was to become all one thing or the other, Lincoln alienated the Southern States because he made is position on slavery clear.  
Lincoln's election was the most momentous event that leads to the American Civil War. His platform of keeping slaves out of new territories brought fear to many Southerners. The Southern states felt their livelihood was being threatened and it alienated the Southern States. Lincoln's election divided the nation into two major groups. Those who were pro-slavery and those who were against slavery (Jaffa, 2018). After this division, the two groups could not reconcile their differences.
After the election of Abraham Lincoln, seven states seceded from the Union and formed the Confederate States of America. Lincoln's administration did not recognise the legitimacy of the Confederate States of America and continued to govern them as part of the Union. To prove to the Union that the Confederate States of America was it is on the legitimate nation, April 12, 1861, the Confederate States of America captured Fort Sumter. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Topic 2
After being sworn in Lincoln refuses to accept the Southern secession from the Union. Lincoln viewed this action as unconstitutional and was aware that a war was coming if he made any attempt to reunite the country. According to him, he did not support antislavery measures in the country since it was legal affirming that the Congress of the U.S. has no power, under the constitution either to interfere with the institution of slavery in various states.
Article IV, Section. 2. – a state that Free states have no right to protect runaway slaves, protection of the Fugitive Slave Act. The constitution states that “there would be no person held to Service and Labour in one State which is under the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of given Law or Regulation therein, be released from such Service, but shall be delivered up on claim of the Party to whose such Service or Labour may be due to" (Foner, 2018).
Since the constitutional had some predicaments that govern about the slave, then the government would not have any right to abolish or stop slavery in the places it had existed before, but it will be mandated to reduce its spread in the country. Therefore, Lincoln ran for the 1860 presidential elections on the Republican platform where slavery would remain legal in the states since it was already established that place, but the only thing to do is to minimise its spread. Abraham Lincoln was not an abolitionist as compared with other members of his party, but he was considered a moderate. This means that Lincoln was doing as per required in the constitution (Jaffa, 2018). 
Topic 3
In the second year of the war, on January 1, 1863, Lincoln abolished slavery in America with the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation. Lincoln further angered the Southern States because they no longer viewed Lincoln as their president, and he continued to pass laws that affected the Southern States. With the Emancipation Proclamation, any slave that could make it to the Union States would be considered free. This caused many slave owners to move further South away from the border to keep their slaves away from the reach of the Union soldiers. This Emancipation Proclamation explored five facts about Lincoln policies on slavery;
He was not an abolitionist of slavery; he does not believe that slavery is wrong, but he instead found that the law was sanctioning slavery in the country under the constitution that prohibits slavery (Jaffa, 2018). From the three-hour speech in Peoria, Illinois, Lincoln presented his view against slavery, but he later admitted that he does not know what to do about it whereas in a real sense the abolitionists, in contrast, had an idea on what to do about it. 
Abraham Lincoln was not in a view that black was to have the same rights as that of whites; he was in a picture that all human beings were created equal regardless of white or black. Therefore, everyone has the rights for freedom but not being taken as slaves. From this statement, Lincoln did not mean that the blacks should have equal rights as the whites including social and political rights (Green, 2018). During the fourth debate which was held at Charleston, Illinois, on September 18, 1858, Lincoln put his idea clear by saying, "I will say then that I am not, nor ever have been, in favour of bringing about in any way the social and political equality of the white and black races”. He instead went ahead opposing the blacks not to vote, hold offices and not to intermarry with the whites. Only he was on the idea that the blacks have to improve their lives in society and celebrate the fruit of their labour.
Lincoln thought that the only way to solve this issue of slavery was through colonisation process; he believed that through colonisation the majority of Africans who settled in America would evacuate the country and pay in Africa, which would be the best way to control the slavery in America. Therefore his idea of colonisation was favoured by two great politicians Henry Clay and Thomas Jefferson. The two were the slave's owner but saw that there would be no way the Africans who are the slaves and the Whites can live together, hence, colonisation. Lincoln proposed to free all the slaves in America and send them to Africa specifically in Liberia.
The idea of Emancipation was a military policy but not his administration; despite more people being anti-slavery, but Lincoln did not see the civil war as the best way of struggling with freeing the country's millions of population who are slaves to the bondage. However, with the emergence of the Emancipation would be the best to prevent the Southern rebellion from severing the Union in two (Blumenthal, 2017). Preferably in 1862, when the civil war entered in another summer, millions of population more so the slaves had already fled Southern plantation to Union lines because the federal government lacked clear policies and measures to deal with them. To cease this, Lincoln saw Emancipation as a tool which will undermine the confederacy conjunction with another source new of skills or human resources to succeed in the rebellion. 
Emancipation Proclamation did not clear all slaves in America; despite Lincoln issuing Emancipation Proclamation as a way of the military measure, it fails to recognise other slave states which were the loyal to the Union such as Maryland and Kentucky. Also, he severally chooses areas of the Confederacy which had already come under Union control aiming at gaining the loyalty of whites in those states. This means that the Emancipation did not free any slave at the beginning it only applied in areas where the federal government had not fully controlled just like the case of the Southern states.
On October 7, 1858, during Lincoln-Douglas Debate at Galesburg Illinois, Lincoln argued that Stephen Douglas is blowing out the good lights around the states when he advocated that when someone needs slaves has a right to have them. From Lincoln, Douglas was eradicating the light of reason and the love of liberty by his vast influence, hence, creating the institution of slavery rampant in the U.S (Green, 2018).
On September 15, 1858, during the debate at Jonesboro, Illinois, Lincoln advocated that when the government was first formed, it was upon the policy of the founders to prohibit disseminate of slavery in the Territories of the U.S. were previously not existed. He then continues to say that, Judge Douglas with his friends broke up this policy and placed it upon a new basis which allows spreading of the slavery in the United States. From this statement, it is clear that abolition of the slave trade was not first introduced by Lincoln but was in progress since the establishment of the government of the U.S.
During the 1840s Lincoln gives more elaborations about his ideas where he stated that “slavery was a dying institution if it will remain to be confined to where it previously existed”. He thought that if slavery would expand it would means that there would be no profit, hence being abandoned (Green, 2018). Being acting lawyer, he had several cases where he represented the slaves in the court to defend their rights such as in1841, the case of Bailey vs. Cromwell where he represented a black woman and her children who were free and could not be sold back to slavery and in 1847, in Matson vs. Rutherford, where he represented the slave owner and lost. This actually shows that Lincoln had no problem representing slavery since he was describing the rights of the people where he believed that we are all equal before the eyes of the creator. 
In January, 1858, when Abraham Lincoln was accepted by the Republican nomination committee to run for the United States Senate to oppose the Democratic under the leadership of Stephen Douglas, he quoted the Dred Scott ruling where he cautioned the government that if the slave states could not be put on a freedom, then the free states would find themselves on a way to slavery as stated by Dred Scott from his common passage known as the "House Divided" from his speech. Douglas accused Lincoln of his stand which goes against the court ruling, but Lincoln remain firm by advocating that the next Supreme Court case might reach to a verdict that there would be no state with the power to prohibit slavery (Green, 2018). Hence, Illinois becoming a slave state. 
Topic 4
However, Foner criticises Lincoln idea about the abolition of slavery by saying that Lincoln is only thinking through his position on slavery. Foner's speeches sum up his thoughts into the Civil War. Yes, slavery needs to be abolished, but in a real sense, he does not know how to do it. Therefore, he is not an abolitionist who criticises Southerners on their fate. At some point, Lincoln does not really see black people as an as being part of American society, instead they are an alienated group who have been brought from their own society and by mistake they were brought across the ocean towards U.S. Foner critically traced he way Lincoln supported this type of colonization where the slaves were to be freed and then encouraged or required to leave the United States to go back to Africa specifically in Liberia. Just like the case of Henry Clay who supported the repealing slavery, Lincoln also supported repealing slavery and compensating slave owners for their losses during the process of enslavement (Blumenthal, 2017). 
According to Foner, there are so many factors which led to Lincoln's shift in his position regarding former slaves. These can include either slaves or slaves owners supported colonisation, slavery was in the area of disintegrating in the South, and the Union Army was looking for new soldiers to enrol. Immediately, the Union Army went into the South; the slaves began running away from plantations to Union lines as reported by  Foner, hence, raising the agenda of slavery in the national government. Therefore, since, Abraham Lincoln was the head of state he had no choice but fostering for the abolition of slavery in the United States.
At the time of Lincoln's birth, almost one-fifth of Kentucky's population consisted of slaves. However, Kentucky slaveholders were mainly farmers and urban dwellers, but not the real owners if the plantation. At some point, a small part of the state laid outside there is the full grip of slave society. This has a clear indication that slavery is something that was started even before the birth of Lincoln. Therefore it would not be easy for him to abolish.
Conclusion
Lincoln slightly lost for the Senate election, but these debates of slavery made him a national figure of all time. This motivated him to imagine that he might become the next Republican nominee for president who came to pass. He was then elected for the administrative position with just 39.9 per cent of the national vote with no vote received from the South where even his name was not in the ballot box. Lincoln's election was a significant cause of the secession between the Southern and Northern states. Despite him maintaining silence on this issue, but through intermediaries, he advocated his long-standing that the Constitution granted the federal government no power over slavery in the states where it had long existed (Blumenthal, 2017).  
Lincoln's election is the most critical event that leads to the American Civil War. His platform of keeping slaves out of new territories brought fear to many Southerners and threatened their livelihood and alienated the Southern States. Lincoln's election divided the nation into two major groups. Those who were pro-slavery and those who were against slavery. After this division, the two groups could not reconcile their differences and inevitably went to war with each other.  
Although Lincoln did not expressly state he would abolish slavery, he frequently voiced his opinion on the institution of slavery as an unethical and unconstitutional practice (Blumenthal, 2017). The Emancipation Proclamation signed into law by Lincoln caused further upheaval in the nation and made many individuals move further into the South as to avoid losing their slaves to the Union Army. 
If Lincoln had not won, the election the Southern States would not have seceded from the Union. The nation would not have been so divided that brother turned against brother creating the bloodiest conflict ever fought on American soil. Although the war was won by the Union, just five days later Lincoln was shot and killed. His plans to bring the Union back together were lost with his death and without leadership; the country was plunged into a state of confusion once again. 
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